
 
Admission to Secondary School – September 2021 

Medway Test – October 2020 
 

Important Information about COVID-19 for Children Attending a Test Centre 
 
 
Arrangements for this year's Medway Test have been hindered by the COVID-19 crisis. Despite 
the incredibly challenging circumstances, we have made every effort to ensure that children can sit 
the test in a safe way. We are certain that you want and expect the test to be managed in such a 
way that all children remain safe.   
 
We have delayed the test to allow children more time to settle back into school and have reduced 
the numbers taking the test in test centres. 
 
The following safety measures will be in place which all attendees on site are expected to follow: 
 

• If you or your child are showing any of these symptoms you must not attend the test 
centre: 
 

1. A higher than normal temperature 
2. A new and persistent cough 
3. Loss of taste and/or smell   
 

• If you and your child are not showing COVID-19 symptoms, you must arrive by 8.55am to 
be admitted to sit the test 

• To reduce the number of people on site, only one parent/carer per child can attend the 
centre for registration and collection. 

• Please queue 2 metres apart from the next child and parent in front of you to maintain 
social distancing. We cannot make use of the ‘bubble’ arrangement that may be in place in 
your child’s primary school. 

• Queueing may take longer than usual so please be prepared for the rain and cold weather 
conditions with a coat/umbrella. 

• Everyone attending the site will be temperature tested. Anyone producing a high 
temperature will be asked to leave the site. In this case, an alternative date for testing will 
be considered.        

• Please follow all notices, signage and direction from the test staff on site. 

• You must bring your completed registration form with you. This will also be used for 
purposes of track and trace. 

• Adults must wear face coverings when on site. 

• Children sitting the test can wear face coverings, but this is not compulsory. 

• Test staff will be recommended to wear face coverings. 

• Please use the hand sanitiser available on site. 

• No parent/carer will be allowed beyond the registration area. Parents/carers must leave the 
site after registration until returning to collect their child.   

• All children must maintain a 2 metre distance from others at all times in the waiting and 
breaktime areas which will hold small numbers of children from different bubbles.  

• It is essential that a 2 metre distance from others at all times is followed by all children. Any 
child not following instruction from the test staff may be asked to leave the test to maintain 



the safety of others. If this happens, the parent will be contacted to collect their child and no 
alternative test date will be offered.     

• Test centres will be cleaned thoroughly before and after testing days. 

• A risk assessment will have been undertaken for each site.  
 

 
COVID-19 related Q&A: 
 
What should I do if my child/someone in the same household is symptomatic or has tested 
positive for COVID-19? 
If your child or someone in their household is experiencing one or more of the 3 symptoms or has 
been tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 14 days, your child must not attend the test.  
 
Instead, you must contact the School Admissions & Transport via 01634 331110 or 
medwaytest@medway.gov.uk .  
 
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 we require evidence of a COVID-19 test result sent by 
email/post. Providing the evidence is produced, an alternative date will be considered. Evidence 
must be sent to medwaytest@medway.gov.uk . 
 
What if my child’s bubble/year group has to self-isolate? 
Your child will need to continue to self-isolate and we require confirmation in writing from your 
child’s school by email to support this. Please email medwaytest@medway.gov.uk .  
 
If my child does not attend a Medway school but has COVID-19, can they sit their test in 
their own school? 
No, we will assess the test date change at the time of the test result or self-isolation once we 
receive either piece of evidence as mentioned above. 
 
How will the test room and break times work? 
Children will enter and leave the room 2 metres from each other. Exam desks will be 2 metres 
apart. Children must remain at their desks and raise their hand if they need help.  
 
Children will be asked to keep 2 metres apart from each other and will be allowed to eat and drink 
during the breaks. 
 
What if my child is upset or distressed? 
Test staff will be monitoring children. If any problems arise with your child, which need to be 
brought to your attention, a member of staff will be in touch with the named adult on your child’s 
registration form. 
 
If a child is sick during the Medway Test, can they resit it? 
This depends on when a child becomes ill and whether they have had sight of any of the papers. If 
a child has had sight of the test papers, the decision on whether a child can be invited to complete 
tests on a different test date will be assessed by School Admissions & Transport.  
  
Will there be a review process? 
We intend to carry out an academic review process. Should your child be assessed as non-
grammar, we will provide you with further information on results day. Due to the amount of school 
time missed this year, the work being considered at review will be different. Information about 
reviews can be found at 
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1049/medway_test_11/7 . 
 
Once you receive your child’s results and you decide to request an academic review, your child’s 
school will need to provide the appropriate work for review within the required timescale.  
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