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1. NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
A Pleistocene and Palaeolithic evaluation was undertaken at the Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, 

Medway, Kent site in order to (1) clarify the nature of the sub-surface stratigraphy across the site; 

(2) investigate whether the sequences contain any artefact or ecofact evidence for Palaeolithic 

human activity, and to evaluate the potential for lithic artefact evidence in these deposits; (3) 

evaluate the palaeoenvironmental potential of the deposits; (4) establish the likely impact of the 

proposed development on deposits of Palaeolithic and or palaeoenvironmental interest; (5) to 

integrate the new geoarchaeological records with other recent geotechnical investigations at the 

site to produce a deposit model of the main stratigraphic units; and (6) to make recommendations 

for any further archaeological or palaeoenvironmental investigations. 

 

The results of the evaluation have revealed a sequence of Chalk bedrock overlain by Hillwash Head 

towards the south and west of the site, and Chalk and Thanet Formation bedrock overlain by Head 

Brickearth to the east and north. Given the low stone content of the Head Brickearth and the fact 

that no artefacts were recovered from it, the Palaeolithic archaeological potential of this deposit is 

considered to be low. There is some potential for recovery of artefacts from the basal gravel-rich 

unit, but no further investigation of the gravel is recommended with the exception of a targeted 

watching brief on any excavations to a level of between 1.5 and 2.0m below ground surface in the 

area of test pit TP5. 

 

No artefacts were recovered in the Hillwash Head, and there was no significant evidence of 

material from Terrace 3 in this unit. No further investigations are therefore recommended on this 

unit. The palaeoenvironmental potential of both the Hillwash Head and Head Brickearth at the site 

is considered to be negligible, since no organic-rich or fossiliferous units were encountered in 

these units. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 
This report summarises the findings arising out of the Pleistocene and Palaeolithic evaluation 

undertaken by Quaternary Scientific (University of Reading) in connection with the proposed 

development of Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent (National Grid Reference: TQ 

75323 70447; Figures 1 and 2). The investigations at the site were commissioned by Esquire 

Developments. 

 

1.1 Topographic Setting  

The site consists of land which historically and down to the present has been in agricultural use or in 

part more recently has been occupied by allotments. It lies on the west side of a spur of higher 

ground that extends from NNE to SSW between the Upnor Reach of the River Medway and the 

valley of the Hogs Marsh stream. The site is on sloping ground between ca. 15m OD and ca. 3m 

OD, with a fall towards the Hogs Marsh stream varying between 0.04m/m and 0.11m/m; at the 

southern end of the site, its western boundary is the Hogs Marsh stream itself. The crest of the 

spur above the site rises to around 20m OD. Further south, the spur rises to higher levels above 

30m OD at Tower Hill, which overlooks the southern end of the present site. 

 

1.2 Geological Setting  

The bedrock beneath the higher ground of the spur is the Thanet Formation (Thanet Beds), 

overlying Chalk of the White Chalk Subgroup. The Chalk has a gentle dip to the north, part of the 

dip-slope of the North Downs and the upper surface of the Upper Chalk shows slight undulations. 

The deposits of the Thanet Formation comprise fine, well-sorted sand with glauconite, giving it a 

greenish hue, in places slightly argillaceous, the clay being evenly distributed throughout rather 

than forming laminae or lenses. The basal Bullhead Bed of the Thanet Formation comprises 

unworn flints in a dark red-brown clay resting on the Chalk and is thin, rarely over 1.5 m (5 ft) thick. 

The downslope boundary of the Thanet Formation, as shown by the BGS, coincides approximately 

with the upslope boundary of the site (see Figure 1). 

 

Overlying the Thanet Formation above the site the British Geological Survey (BGS) (1:50,000 Sheet 

272 Chatham 1974) shows Head Brickearth (clay & silt). Within this area of Head Brickearth, BGS 

ĢĳĤĩĪķĦ ģİĳĦĩİĭĦ ěĘDDĚČ@@ ĳĦĤİĳĥĦĥ @D ħĦĦĵ â>>!?EĮã İħ ŎċĳĪħĵŏ ĤİĮıĳĪĴĪįĨ 25 feet (7.62m) of 

ŎĉĳĪĤĬĦĢĳĵĩŏ İķĦĳĭĺĪįĨ >? ħĦĦĵ â@!CCĮã İħ ĨĳĢķĦĭ# ĳĦĴĵĪįĨ İį ěĩĢįĦĵ ĚĢįĥ! Further south where the 

ridge rises above 30m OD, BGS maps a small outcrop of Third Terrace River Gravel. In the Lower 

Medway valley, BGS identifies a sequence of four river terraces at levels from less than 10.0m OD 

(1st Terrace) up to the highest summits in the Hoo peninsula above 50.0m OD (4th Terrace). Within 

this terrace sequence, Bridgland (1983) identified seven separate gravel aggradations, forming his 

Hoo Gravel Formation (Bridgland & Harding, 1984). In a later paper Bridgland (2003) discarded one 

of his aggradational stages and suggested a chronology for the revised sequence, as follows 

(approximate equivalence with the BGS terrace sequence also shown): 

 

High Halstow  60.0m OD    Cromerian Complex 

Clinch Street  50.0m OD BGS 4th Terrace MIS14-12?    
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Dagenham Farm      45.0m OD   BGS 4th Terrace MIS12 

Shakespeare  35.0m OD BGS 3rd Terrace MIS12/11/10 

Stoke   16.0m OD BGS 2nd Terrace MIS10/9/8 

Binney     8.0m OD BGS 1st   Terrace  MIS8/7/6 

 

Wenban-Smith (2007) identified nine stages in the Medway terrace succession and equated his 

ĚĵĢĨĦ č ĸĪĵĩ ĉĳĪĥĨĭĢįĥŏĴ ĚĩĢĬĦĴıĦĢĳĦ ĔĦĮģĦĳ, but considered that it occupied a stratigraphic 

position intermediate between the BGS Terraces 3 and 4.  

 

In the BGS mapping the site itself is underlain directly by bedrock Chalk, with no superficial deposits 

recorded. Downslope from the site, and close to its downslope boundary, BGS shows Alluvium 

adjacent to the Hogs Marsh stream. However, no Alluvium is mapped within the site even where 

the Hogs Marsh stream forms the site boundary at its southern end. 

 

Geotechnical window sampling and test pits, including 17 interventions evenly spaced across the 

site (Leap Environmental, 2019; see Figure 2) show that superficial material is present across the 

whole site, ranging in thickness from 0.3m (recorded as topsoil) to >3.0m in interventions where 

the superficial deposits were not bottomed. The superficial deposits are thin at the southern end 

of the site (mean 1.25m, n=7) and thicker at the northern end (mean 2.31m, n=5). All of the 

interventions in which the superficial deposits were not bottomed are in the northern half of the 

site, four of them close to the upslope boundary of the site, the other close to the downslope 

boundary. 

 

The superficial deposits consist of sandy or sandy and silty clay at the southern end of the site but 

across most of the site consist of gravelly sandy clay or gravelly sandy silty clay. The gravel 

component is recorded as chalk and flint. The superficial deposits recorded in the geotechnical 

interventions all seem likely to be colluvial in origin (Head) comprising components derived from 

the Head Brickearth and Thanet Formation upslope and from the bedrock Chalk underlying the 

site.  

 

BGS archive borehole TQ77SE90, a short distance to the south of the site, recorded a similar 

sequence to those seen in the geotechnical boreholes, with 2.44m of chalky sandy clay logged 

without reaching bedrock Chalk. A borehole in the alluvium of the Hogs Marsh stream (TQ77SE88), 

near but outside the site boundary, recorded 6.1m of silt and peat overlying gravel down to bedrock 

Chalk at 8.25m below ground level (bgl). 

 

1.3 Palaeolithic and Pleistocene palaeoenvironmental context  
Palaeolithic artefacts and Pleistocene palaeoenvironmental remains have been recorded in several 

places in the wider area surrounding the site, but none within the site itself. 

 

a. Kent HER TQ77NE195 à Hoo Road Wainscott. Mammoth molar. (just below 10m contour on 

valley side of Hogs Marsh stream opposite present site; mapped as Head Brickearth by BGS) 
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b. Kent HER TQ77SE175 à Lower/Middle Palaeolithic flakes. Upnor Training Ground (probably 

on the lower ground adjacent to the Upnor Reach of the River Medway; exact location, OD and 

geological setting unknown, but probably within area mapped by BGS as Head Brickearth) 

c. Kent HER TQ77SE1378 à Palaeolithic flint flakes from Upnor. (Exact location, OD and 

geological setting unknown, but probably within area mapped by BGS as Head Brickearth)  

d. Kent HER TQ77SE170 à Near the shoreline at Upnor. Skeleton of Palaeoloxodon antiquus. 

(Exact location unknown, OD and geological setting unknown but probably within the area 

mapped by BGS as Head Brickearth) 

e. Lower Palaeolithic hand-axe à Manor Farm, Frindsbury (TQ 74744 70031) (Lincoln, 2020), 

within area mapped by BGS as Head Brickearth 

f. Kent HER TQ76NW431 à Lower/Middle Palaeolithic flint-knapping workshop on valley side 

above chalk quarry east of All Saints church Frindsbury. (close to the 30m contour and to 

outcrops of Third Terrace River Gravel mapped by BGS, but at the site itself no superficial 

deposits were recorded by BGS) 

g. Kent HER TQ76NE405 à Ěĵ ĎĦİĳĨĦŏĴ ęİĢĥ# ĎĪĭĭĪįĨĩĢĮ à 40 hand-axes and a Levallois core. 

(c.30m OD; mapped as Third Terrace by BGS) 

 

None of the Palaeolithic artefacts recorded here in the Upnor/Frindsbury area can be related 

directly to stratigraphic units forming part of the succession of River Terrace Deposits identified as 

deposits of the River Medway (the Hoo Gravel Formation of Bridgland & Harding (1984). However 

the Head Brickearth deposits from which the majority of the artefacts were recovered almost 

certainly comprise material derived in part from such deposits and in particular from deposits of the 

Third Terrace of the Medway -  the Shakespeare Gravel of Bridgland (2003) considered by Bridgland 

to relate to the period MIS 12/11/10. Elsewhere in the valleys of the Thames and its tributaries 

River Terrace Deposits regarded as being of this age (e.g. at Swanscombe) have been a prolific 

source of Palaeolithic material.  

 

The palaeoenvironmental material recorded in the Upnor/Frindsbury area has also been recovered 

from deposits mapped by BGS as Head/Brickearth. These specimens may also have originated in 

River Terrace Deposits, either Third Terrace, or in the case of the Hoo Road mammoth molar, 

possibly the Second Terrace, as Second Terrace deposits are mapped by BGS upslope from the 

findspot.     

 

1.4 Summary 

Palaeolithic and Pleistocene palaeoenvironmental remains have been recorded in the 

Upnor/Frindsbury area in topographic and geological settings closely similar to those of the 

present site. There is therefore a strong case for further investigation of the superficial deposits 

within the present site.  

 

In particular in the Upnor/Frindsbury area, Palaeolithic artefacts seem to be associated with the 

Third Terrace of the Medway at a level of about 30.0m OD. Third Terrace deposits are mapped by 

BGS on the summit of Tower Hill which rises above the southern end of the present site. There is 
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therefore the possibility that Palaeolithic artefacts (and palaeoenvironmental remains) may have 

been displaced downslope to reach the present site, either directly or by incorporation in colluvial 

deposits now mapped as Head Brickearth and themselves the source of colluvial material 

downslope from their mapped outcrops. Investigation of the superficial deposits within the site 

should therefore take account of these possibilities, as summarised in Table 1. 

 

Figure 3 identifies areas for investigation and in Table 1 a rationale for prioritization is set out in 

order of increasing Palaeolithic potential. 
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Table 1: Heritage Environment Areas (HEAs) at Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent. 

HEA No. Location Geology Palaeolithic potential 
HEA 1 Directly to the west of 

and downslope from the 
mapped outcrop on 
Tower Hill of River 
Terrace Deposits 
assigned by BGS to the 
Third Terrace of the 
River Medway 

Very thin (<0.5m) sandy or 
sandy and silty clay 
superficial deposits 
overlying bedrock Chalk 

Palaeolithic artefacts and 
palaeoenvironmental 
remains may be present in 
secondary context, 
derived by colluvial 
processes from River 
Terrace Deposits upslope, 
but significantly affected 
by pedological processes 
and the effects of historic 
agricultural land use 

HEA 2 Directly to the north of 
and downslope from the 
mapped outcrop on 
Tower Hill of River 
Terrace Deposits 
assigned by BGS to the 
Third Terrace of the 
River Medway  

Thin superficial deposits 
(0.95-2.2m, mean 1.61m, 
n=5) comprising chalk and 
flint gravel in sandy or sandy 
and silty clay, overlying 
bedrock Chalk  

Palaeolithic artefacts and 
palaeoenvironmental 
remains may be present in 
secondary context derived 
by colluvial processes from 
River Terrace Deposits 
upslope, but significantly 
affected by pedological 
processes and the effects 
of historic agricultural 
land-use 

HEA 3 The lower slope to the 
west of and downslope 
from the outcrop of 
Head Brickearth 
capping the ridge to the 
north of Tower Hill 

Superficial deposits up to 
2.95m thick (1.8-2.95m, 
mean 2.31, n=5) comprising 
chalk and flint gravel in 
sandy or sandy and silty clay 
overlying bedrock Chalk  

Although the upper part of 
the sediment sequence 
here is likely to be affected 
by pedological processes 
and the effects of historic 
land use, the lower part 
may comprise material 
derived by mass 
movement from Head 
Brickearth upslope with 
relatively little disturbance 
of primary structures and 
therefore incorporating 
relatively well-preserved 
Palaeolithic and 
palaeoenvironmental 
remains  

HEA 4 This area is the upper 
slope to the west of and 
downslope from the 
outcrop of Head 
Brickearth capping the 
ridge to the north of 
Tower Hill 

Superficial deposits of chalk 
and flint gravel in sandy or 
sandy and silty clay were not 
bottomed here in 
interventions to 3.0m bgs 

The bulk of the superficial 
deposits here may 
comprise material derived 
by mass movement from 
Head Brickearth upslope 
with relatively little 
disturbance of primary 
structures and therefore 
incorporating relatively 
well-preserved Palaeolithic 
and palaeoenvironmental 
remains.  

 

1.3 Aims & objectives  

On the basis of the significance and potential of the site, it was recommended in the Written 

Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the site (Green & Young, 2020) that a program of 

geoarchaeological test-pitting, recording and on-site processing is carried out. The aims of the 

investigations were outlined within the WSI as follows:  
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1. To clarify the nature of the sub-surface stratigraphy across the site; 

2. To investigate whether the sequences contain any artefact or ecofact evidence for 

Palaeolithic human activity, and to evaluate the potential for lithic artefact evidence in these 

deposits; 

3. To evaluate the palaeoenvironmental potential of the deposits; 

4. To establish the likely impact of the proposed development on deposits of Palaeolithic and 

or palaeoenvironmental interest; 

5. To integrate the new geoarchaeological records with other recent geotechnical 

investigations at the site to produce a deposit model of the main stratigraphic units; 

6. To make recommendations for any further archaeological or palaeoenvironmental 

investigations.  

 

In order to address these aims, the following objectives were proposed: 

 

1. To put down a total of nine geoarchaeological test-pits across the site (Figure 3) to bedrock 

Chalk (generally between 1 and 3m depth) or the maximum depth of the machine arm; 

2. On-site sieving of selected stratigraphic units to check for the presence of artefacts or 

biological remains (where appropriate); 

3. To use the stratigraphic data from the new geoarchaeological locations, and existing 

geotechnical records, to produce a new deposit model of the major depositional units across 

the site; 

4. To produce a report detailing the significance and potential of the sediments, including their 

palaeoenvironmental potential, and making recommendations for any necessary further 

investigation of the Palaeolithic archaeology and Pleistocene deposits, which may include 

further (detailed) evaluation. 
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Figure 1: Location of the site at Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent showing local 
geology, palaeoenvironmental/palaeolithic find spots and the British Geological Survey (BGS) 
archive boreholes mentioned in the text. Superficial geology as shown by the BGS (1:50,000 Sheet 
272 Chatham 1974). 
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Figure 2: Location of the existing geotechnical interventions, showing thickness of the superficial deposits (adapted from Leap Environmental, 2019). 
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Figure 3: Location of the geoarchaeological/Palaeolithic archaeological test-pits (TP1-TP9) at Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent showing 
Heritage Environment Areas (HEAs) 1-4. Plan provided by Esquire Developments. 
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3. METHODS 
3.1 Field investigations  

A total of nine geoarchaeological test pits (TP1 to TP9) were put down at the site in October 2020 

(see Table 1 and Figure 2). The test pits were put down using a mechanical excavator equipped with 

a toothless bucket, and in most cases measured 1m width by up to 3m length. The test pits were 

put down in 100m spits until it was confirmed that the underlying bedrock Chalk, or the maximum 

depth of the machine arm (4m) had been reached.  

 

Visual inspection of the spit surfaces was made as the machine excavated the test pits, particularly 

for test pits TP1 to 3, where Chalk was reached at depths less than 0.5m, and where Hillwash Head 

was present (TP4).  Little flint was present in the Head Brickearth or its overlying soil, though a flinty 

horizon was met in TP5, and a bucket sample of >100 litres was put aside and raked through so that 

individual flints could be examined. 

 

For scale a surveying staff was used.  As most of the pits, being over 1m deep, could not be entered 

for safety reasons, schematic sections were drawn for each pit at a scale of 1:25, recording 

sedimentological changes. A photographic record was also made, though the narrowness of the 

pits and their depth, meant not all of the exposure could be photographed clearly. The 

lithostratigraphy of the test pits was described in the field using standard procedures for recording 

unconsolidated sediments, noting the physical properties (colour), composition (gravel, sand, clay, 

silt and organic matter) and inclusions (e.g. artefacts). The results of the lithostratigraphic 

descriptions of the test pits are displayed in Tables 2 to 10 and in Figures 4 to 13. 

 

Table 1: Location of the test pits at Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent. 
Name Easting Northing Elevation 

(m OD) 
TP1 575146.89 170356.53 5.51 

TP2 575206.59 170350.30 10.25 

TP3 575214.39 170409.81 6.17 

TP4 575305.03 170452.06 4.73 

TP5 575366.98 170398.00 10.19 

TP6 575356.01 170510.04 5.72 

TP7 575404.14 170581.82 5.82 

TP8 575399.01 170491.60 11.00 

TP9 575444.21 170598.09 9.75 
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4. RESULTS & INTERPRETATION OF THE 
GEOARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS 

The results of the lithostratigraphic descriptions of test pits TP1 to TP9 are shown in Tables 2 to 

10, with photographs and annotated logs of the corresponding test pits shown in Figures 5 to 13. A 

series of transects across the various Heritage Environment Areas (HEAs) defined in the Written 

Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the site (Green & Young, 2020) are shown in Figure 4. Although 

no elevation data was available for the geotechnical test pits, the results of the investigation 

presented here appear to correlate well with those of the existing geotechnical investigations, and 

the full sequence of sediments recorded during the field investigations at the site comprises: 

 

1 Soil 
Drift geology 

2 Hillwash head 
3 Head Brickearth 

Solid geology 

4 Thanet Beds (Thanet Sand) 
5 Brecciated Chalk 

 

This numbering has been adopted in Tables 2 to 10 and in Figures 5 to 13 to identify these units in 

the test pits. In summary, the results of the evaluation have revealed a sequence of Chalk bedrock 

overlain by Hillwash Head towards the south and west of the site, and Chalk and Thanet Formation 

bedrock overlain mainly by Head Brickearth to the east and north (see Figure 4).  

 

Soil  

Throughout the site thin, light rendzina type soils were encountered and in test pits TP1, 2, 3 and 6 

(Heritage Environment Areas (HEAs) 1, 2 and 3) these included a sub-soil mixed with Hillwash Head, 

principally in the south-western area of the site. 

 

Hillwash Head  

Hillwash Head was encountered in test pits TP1, TP2 (HEA 1), TP3, TP4 (HEA 2), TP6 (HEA 3) and 

TP9 (HEA 4). Hillwash Head comprises surface washes found particularly on lower slopes and is 

composed variously of chalk rubble, other head deposits (locally Head Brickearth) and sand and clay 

from the Eocene Beds (Thanet Beds). Here, this unit is a colluvial deposit comprising material 

worked downslope with matrix of sandy silty clay from the brickearth and clasts of sub-angular 

chalk and flint. There was no significant evidence of material from Terrace 3 in this unit, and no 

artefacts were recovered.  

 

Head Brickearth  

Head brickearth was encountered in test pits TP5 (HEA 2), TP6, TP7 (HEA 3), TP8 and TP9 (HEA 4). 

This is a silty deposit with a record of Levallois artefacts in the area, but mostly from a basal gravel. 

Here, flints were found only occasionally throughout this deposit though a flinty area was noted in 

test pit TP5 (HEA 2), at a depth of ca. 1.8m below ground surface (bgs). A bucket sample of this 
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horizon was taken by the machine, amounting to over 100 litres. This was combed through by rake 

but no artefacts were identified (the silty nature of the brickearth made sieving impracticable).  

 

Head Brickearth is a silty deposit found both in the valleys and on the adjacent interfluves and is the 

type occurring at the present site, usually overlying a basal gravel and/or Thanet Formation 

bedrock. The local geological Memoir (Dines et al., 1954) notes the similarity between the 

Brickearth and wind-blown ĭİĦĴĴ İį ĵĩĦ ĊİįĵĪįĦįĵ# ģĶĵ ĢĭĴİ įİĵĦĴ ĪĵĴ ĢĴĴİĤĪĢĵĪİį ĸĪĵĩ ŎĵĦĳĳĢĤĦĥ 

ĳĪķĦĳ ĨĳĢķĦĭĴŏ!  ĊĢĵĵ et al. (1987) consider the Brickearth at Borden to be a colluvial deposit, not 

aeolian, and, of course, they established that the Brickearth is not a simple single deposit. This 

helps explain the apparent contradiction noted in the Memoir between the arid conditions implied 

ħİĳ Ģį ĢĦİĭĪĢį İĳĪĨĪį İħ ĵĩĦ ĥĦıİĴĪĵĴ Ģįĥ ĵĩĦ İĤĤĶĳĳĦįĤĦ İħ ŎĥĢĮıŏ ĔİĭĭĶĴĤĢ ĸĪĵĩĪį Īĵ! Colluvium 

requires humid conditions to create the slopewash that forms it. Newton (1904) recorded the 

bones of mammoth (Elephas primigenius) and rhinoceros (Rhinoceros antiquitatis) from near Tong 

church, 1km to the north of the site. These are grassland/parkland animals, again indicating a 

degree of humidity. Flint artefacts are recorded from the Head Brickearth at various localities, such 

as Bapchild. 

 

In test pits 7 (HEA 3), 8 and 9 (HEA 4) the Brickearth overlies the Thanet Beds with no basal flints 

marking the junction. In test pit TP6, the Brickearth overlies Chalk, with a basal flint horizon, but the 

flints were tabular, large, up to 23cm long, and appeared to be a lag deposit, with no evidence of 

artefacts.  

 

A possible struck flake was found on the ground surface in the area between TP1 and TP2 (Figure 

14).  It had classic struck features on one side (bulb of percussion, bulbar scar, radial pressure lines), 

a natural surface (?cortex) on the reverse and possibly a prepared surface adjacent to the bulb of 

percussion.  It is recognized that it could be a recent strike, for example created during ploughing. 

 

Solid geology 

Thanet Beds (Thanet Sand) bedrock was encountered overlying the Chalk in test pits TP5 (HEA 2), 

TP6, TP7 (HEA 6), TP8 and TP9 (HEA 4). Thanet Beds were absent in the southwestern area of the 

site in test pits TP1, TP2 (HEA 1), TP3 and TP5 (HEA 2). The Thanet Beds here are thin because 

they are near their southern limit where they feather out. Thus they are absent where the 

undulations in the Chalk surface rise above them, as occurs in the south-western part of the site.  

 

 

 



Quaternary Scientific (QUEST) Unpublished Report October 2020; Project Number 122/20  

©University of Reading 2020 Page 16 

 

 

Figure 4:  Stratigraphic profile of test pits (shown in four transects across) at Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent. 
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Figure 5: Photograph and annotated log of Test Pit TP1, Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, 
Medway, Kent. 
 
Table 2: Lithostratigraphy of Test Pit TP1, Land at Upnor Road, Upper Upnor, Medway, Kent. 
Unit Depth (m bgs) Depth (m OD) Thickness 

(m) 
Description 

1.1a 
 

à 0.2 
 

5.5 à 5.3 
 

0.2 
 

Soil, few chalk or flint clasts 
 

1.1b 
 

0.2 à 0.45 
 

5.3 à 5.05 0.25 Sub-soil, mix of soil and Hillwash head, 
sub-angular chalk and flint fragments 
Traces of Hillwash head at base 

1.5 
 

>0.45 <5.05  Chalk brecciated 

 






































