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Figure 1.3 chattenden

about potential development proposals for housing 
and employment. People also asked about wider 
infrastructure, such as schools, health facilities and 
parks, that would be needed with increased housing 
on the peninsula.

The HIF programme has a specific focus on strategic 
transport and environmental projects. These 
investments address key constraints and are building 
blocks to enable future growth to be delivered 
sustainably on the Hoo Peninsula. The HIF funding 
is only available for these specific transport and 
environmental projects. Investment in other services, 
such as schools, surgeries, community and leisure 
centres would be needed alongside housing growth. 
Much of the funding for such services would be 
provided through contributions from developers. 

The council is publishing the draft Hoo Development 
Framework to provide more certainty on what 
additional services would be delivered as part of 
wider growth on the Hoo Peninsula, as well as 
supporting wider work on planning for how Medway 
meets the needs of its growing and changing 
communities. 

The draft Framework reflects the council’s ambitions 
for sustainable development. It sets out key 
principles to guide growth that meets people’s needs 
for homes, jobs and services, whilst respecting the 
natural and historic environment. The Framework 
provides direction for how new development 
can respond to the climate emergency, and help 

PLANNING FOR GROWTH ON THE HOO 
PENINSULA

This summary document has been prepared as a 
basis for consultation about the future of the Hoo 
Peninsula. 

Work on the preparation of the new local plan for 
Medway has indicated that there is potential for 
development on the Hoo Peninsula as part of the 
wider growth strategy for Medway. Proposals for 
housing and economic development on the Hoo 
Peninsula have been included as options at different 
stages of consultation on the emerging local plan 
over recent years. 

The Hoo Peninsula is a special and distinctive area, 
and any growth in this area must be sensitive to 
the environment and be supported by services  and 
infrastructure. That is why consultations on our Local 
Plan to date have  included a focus on a small town 
on the Hoo Peninsula.

The opportunities to plan for further growth on the 
Hoo Peninsula have been supported by the success 
of the Future Hoo Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) 
bid, which is bringing investment into new transport 
and environmental programmes. 

The council’s HIF team has been consulting on the 
transport and environmental projects that form the 
Future Hoo infrastructure programme.  Some of 
the comments received asked for more information 

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 hoo develoPment Framework background

Figure 1.2 high halstow

Figure 1.1 hoo st werburgh

to achieve the council’s net zero carbon target 
commitment and implement its corporate Climate 
Change strategy.

Further iterations of the Local Plan will provide the 
policy requirements for any allocations on the Hoo 
Peninsula that will deliver a new settlement. Whilst  
this work continues to develop, this document 
sets out high level design objectives, infrastructure 
requirements and masterplanning for what a new 
settlement on the Hoo Peninsula could look like. 
This work will be used as evidence base to develop 
the policy requirements for allocations on the Hoo 
Peninsula for the new settlement, however it is 
important to note that this document does not itself 
constitute planning policy.

The council is publishing this document for 
consultation. Comments gathered during the 
consultation will inform the ongoing work on the 
new local plan, and will be considered in the next 
stage of formal consultation on the local plan.

The consultation runs from 23 September to 25 
November 2022. More details are available on 
the council's website at: www.medway.gov.uk/
hoodevelopmentframework.
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Figure 1.4 context - aerial view
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Figure 2.1 asPirations

VISION FOR HOO ST WERBURGH 

By 2055, Hoo St Werburgh will be a thriving rural 
town, sensitively integrated into the landscape 
and heritage of the Hoo Peninsula. A valued place 
providing homes, jobs and services for vibrant 
communities. A small town with an attractive choice 
of travel connections. A place built for the future, 
and respecting the past. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

The expansion of Hoo St Werburgh and the 
surrounding villages offers new opportunities 
and many potential benefits to the area. There is 
potential for the area to grow by 10,000 homes 
over the next thirty years. The increased population 
will secure demand for new services such as a new 
passenger rail station, and a new and upgraded 
highways network. There will also be an attractive 
and extensive cycling and pedestrian network. New 
development will be planned to improve travel 
choice and reduce the need to drive. People will be 
able to use an expanded range of local services and 
facilities close to home.  There will be new schools 
and health facilities, shops, businesses, leisure and 
community services. 

KEY PRINCIPLES

The vision for Hoo St Werburgh consists of four 
principles: 

 · Principle 1 - A landscape-led development

 · Principle 2 - Access and movement

 · Principle 3 - Vibrant and sustainable 
neighbourhoods

 · Principle 4 - An attractive and tailored built form

2. VISION AND CONTEXT
2.1 vision For hoo st werburgh

BY 2055, HOO ST WERBURGH WILL BE A THRIVING RURAL TOWN:

BUILT FOR THE FUTURE  
WHILE REFLECTING ITS PAST AND  

RURAL CHARACTER

ENCOURAGING SUSTAINABLE 
GROWTH THAT RESPECTS 

THE LIMITS OF OUR NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND ACHIEVE NET ZERO 
CARBON TARGET TO MITIGATE THE 

IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

WHERE NEW PASSENGER RAIL STATION 
WILL UNLOCK MANY NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES,  
INCLUDING NEW EMPLOYMENT

WHERE THERE ARE VIBRANT 
CENTRES, PROVIDING A RANGE OF 

SERVICES  
AND FACILITIES, INCLUDING  
HEALTHCARE AND SCHOOLS

A SOUGHT AFTER PLACE TO LIVE 
AND WORK IN THOUGHTFULLY 

DESIGNED HOMES AND 
NEIGHBOURHOODS WITH 

ATTRACTIVE STREETS AND PUBLIC 
SPACES

SURROUNDED BY WELL MAINTAINED, 
ACCESSIBLE AND DIVERSE NATURAL 
LANDSCAPES, FROM THE ESTUARY, 

WOODLANDS AND HILLS WITH 
SPECTACULAR VIEWS
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Figure 2.2 hoo Peninsula context diagram

The Hoo Peninsula has been shaped by geography 
and history to provide the distinctive characteristics 
we can see today. The spur of land projects from 
north Kent between the Thames and Medway, with 
the main transport links running in a narrow corridor 
to the south  west. The edges of the Peninsula are 
marked by remote marshes and mudflats, with 
major infrastructure installations at key points, 
such as Kingsnorth, Cliffe and the Isle of Grain. The 
wooded ridge running through the centre of the 
Peninsula includes some of the important wildlife 
sites. The area has contrasting strategic functions for 
infrastructure and the natural environment. It is also 
a farmed landscape, and agriculture and horticulture 
are major land uses. Further strategic guidance for 
the protection and enhancement of the natural 
environmental assets on the Hoo Peninsula are set 
out in the Medway Green and Blue Infrastructure 
Framework. 

The post war power stations have been de-
commissioned, but the area remains important for 
energy supply and transportation. Former sites are 
being redeveloped and logistics are a major sector, 
such as areas around Kingsnorth. 

The villages of the Peninsula have also seen more 
housing development in recent years, in common 
with other parts of Medway and wider Kent. Medway 
Council has to plan for how it can best accommodate 
this need for new homes up to the late 2030s. These 
pressures will bring further changes to the Hoo 
Peninsula. 

2. VISION AND CONTEXT
2.2 hoo Peninsula context
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The Framework has considered a range of issues 
and aspects of the Hoo Peninsula’s character and 
offer, which inform the approach to planning new 
development. Key constraints include:

 · Significant issues with traffic and air quality, 
particularly around Four Elms Roundabout.

 · The existing pedestrian network is fractured 
within and between the existing communities.

 · Peninsula Way is a significant physical barrier 
for pedestrian movement with limited crossings. 
Multiple safe crossing options to be considered.

 · Lodge Hill north of Peninsula Way is closed to the 
public, limiting access to the nearby countryside.

 · Cockham Wood SSSI separates the potential for 
new development from Saxon Shore Way, limiting 
pedestrian access to the sensitive waterfront. 

 · The scale of growth will require new services and 
facilities. Connections to existing villages are 
important, to lessen dependency on car trips.

 · There are a number of infrastructure and utilities 
services in the area, including energy and fuel 
lines, that present constraints to development.

 · Extensive scale and character of employment 
land at Kingsnorth  - its interfaces with residential 
areas should be worked through carefully.

3. CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
3.1 summary oF constraints

Figure 3.1 constraints summary diagram
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Opportunities for Hoo St Werburgh and surrounding 
villages include:

 · New neighbourhoods will bring the critical 
population mass to support demand for providing 
new or additional key services and facilities as 
well as creating employment.

 · New homes along with the new rail station will 
bring opportunities for improved mobility in the 
area. This includes new or upgraded roads for 
both vehicles and bicycles, and enhanced bus 
services across the area.

 · The general quality of life, particularly the 
pedestrian experience will be greatly improved 
through a network of new public spaces, local 
parks and enhanced accessibility to the existing 
green spaces and other key destinations. 
Investments in green infrastructure will 
strengthen networks for nature.

 · Planned growth will provide for sustainable 
development that addresses climate change in 
design, travel and green infrastructure. 

 · A mix of new homes will meet the needs of 
different sectors of the community and provide 
choice of well designed places to live.

 · Road improvements as a result of the suite of 
HIF interventions contribute towards increased 
network capacity and resilience. Figure 3.2 oPPortunities summary diagram

3. CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
3.2 summary oF oPPortunities
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HOO ST WERBURGH WILL BE A SUSTAINABLE 
RURAL TOWN, SENSITIVELY INTEGRATED 
INTO THE LANDSCAPE AND HERITAGE OF 
THE PENINSULA AND DESIGNED WITH THE 
CURRENT BEST PRACTICES FOR SUSTAINABLE 
AND ATTRACTIVE NEIGHBOURHOODS.

THE EXISTING SETTLEMENTS OF HOO ST 
WERBURGH, CHATTENDEN AND HIGH 
HALSTOW WILL BE ENRICHED BY NEW 
NEIGHBOURHOODS PROVIDING A WIDE 
RANGE OF HOUSING, AN ENHANCED 
CENTRE, IMPROVED AND NEW TRANSPORT 
LINKS, ADDITIONAL SHOPS, FACILITIES AND 
SERVICES TO MEET THE DAILY NEEDS OF LOCAL 
RESIDENTS AND NEARBY COMMUNITIES. 
THE EMERGING RURAL TOWN WILL INCLUDE 
GREEN AND BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE WITHIN 
ITS NEIGHBOURHOODS TO BEST INTEGRATE 
THEM WITH THE PENINSULA LANDSCAPE 
AND HERITAGE AND PROVIDE EXTENSIVE 
ATTRACTIVE AND WALKABLE CONNECTIONS IN 
THE AREA.

The Hoo Peninsula retains its distinctive character 
and contrasts - of remoteness and special places for 
nature, with its strategic economic and infrastructure 
role and thriving communities. Hoo St Werburgh 
and surrounding villages have grown, and residents 
have a choice of services and facilities, reducing the 
need to travel and supporting local community life. 
The peninsula is well connected to urban Medway 
through a range of travel choices. Growth around Figure 4.1 key PrinciPles

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.1 the Four key PrinciPles

Hoo St Werburgh bringing new homes, transport 
services, and facilities has consolidated its role 
as a focus for communities on the peninsula, and 
provides the basis for longer term planning. The 
rural area has reduced its car dependency, as wider 
services and digital connectivity have improved. Hoo 
has provided new spaces for local businesses, culture 
and community life. 

Our vision for Hoo St Werburgh is built on the main 
objective of creating a proud new sustainable rural 
town on the Hoo Peninsula, which is guided by the 
qualities of Garden Village principles and founded 
on the character and attributes of the remarkable 
landscape and heritage of the Hoo Peninsula. 

Our vision is supported by four design principles :

 · Principle 1 - A landscape-led development  
(Environment)

 · Principle 2 - Accessible and well-connected 
settlements (Mobility)

 · Principle 3 - Vibrant and sustainable 
neighbourhoods  (Community)

 · Principle 4 - An attractive and tailored built form 
(Built Form)
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GARDEN VILLAGES PRINCIPLES 

Our vision for Hoo St Werburgh is guided by our in-
depth analysis of the character and qualities of the 
original Garden Cities and Villages. We have carefully 
looked at how to transfer remarkable attributes 
from these places, and combine them with today’s 
principles of sustainable place-making to create a 
distinctive 21st Century Garden Community at Hoo 
St Werburgh. 

The Garden Communities prospectus from the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (August 2018) listed the following 
principles as garden community qualities : 

 · Clear identity – a distinctive local identity as a 
new garden community, including at its heart 
an attractive and functioning centre and public 
realm.

 · Sustainable scale – built at a scale which supports 
the necessary infrastructure to allow the 
community to function self-sufficiently on a day 
to day basis, with the capacity for future growth 
to meet the evolving housing and economic needs 
of the local area.

 · Well-designed places – with vibrant mixed 
use communities that support a range of 
local employment types and premises, retail 
opportunities, recreational and community 
facilities.

 · Great homes – offer a wide range of high quality, 
distinctive homes. This includes affordable 
housing and a mix of tenures for all stages of life.

 · Strong local vision and engagement – designed 
and executed with the engagement and 
involvement of the existing local community, 
and future residents and businesses. This should 
include consideration of how the natural and 
historic environment of the local area is reflected 
and respected.

 · Transport –integrated, forward-looking and 
accessible transport options that support 
economic prosperity and wellbeing for 
residents. This should include the promotion of 
public transport, walking, and cycling so that 
settlements are easy to navigate, and facilitate 
simple and sustainable access to jobs, education, 
and services.

 · Healthy places – designed to provide the choices 
and chances for all to live a healthy life, through 
taking a whole systems approach to key local 
health and wellbeing priorities and strategies.

 · Green space – generous, accessible, and good 
quality green and blue infrastructure (water) 
that promotes health, wellbeing, and quality 
of life, and considers opportunities to deliver 
environmental gains such as biodiversity net gain 
and enhancements to natural capital assets.

 · Legacy and stewardship arrangements – should 
be in place for the care of community assets, 
infrastructure and public realm, for the benefit of 
the whole community.

 · Future proofed – designed to be resilient places 
that allow for changing demographics, future 
growth, and the impacts of climate change 
including flood risk and water availability, with 
durable landscape and building design planned 
for generations to come. This should include 
anticipation of the opportunities presented by 
technological change such as driverless cars and 
renewable energy measures.

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.2 garden communities asPirations

GARDEN VILLAGES PRINCIPLES AND HOO ST 
WERBURGH

Our vision for Hoo St Werburgh has been 
translated into clear design principles based on 
garden communities qualities and drawing into a 
comprehensive design framework for the new rural 
town. 

The new rural town identity will build on the existing 
qualities and features of Hoo St Werburgh and 
surrounding villages and enhance its assets such 
as the existing centre, historic buildings and many 
views towards the surrounding open landscape. The 
new neighbourhoods will allow Hoo St Werburgh 
to provide additional services and amenities to the 
existing residents as well as the new population 
and sustain their day to day needs. They will be 
well designed places, green and pedestrian focused, 
providing easy access to recreational and community 
activities and the surrounding settlements. Healthy 
lifestyles will be at the core of the vision, with the 
Framework offering generous green spaces and 
an enhanced green infrastructure delivering great 
natural capital. 

There will be a strong sense of pride and community 
with the integration of new and old communities. 
New residents will value the area’s past and 
character and established communities will benefit 
from new services and facilities, and opportunities 
for healthier and more sustainable lifestyles.  Figure 4.2 Poster From 1925 advertising letchworth 

garden city
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4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.3 PrinciPle 1: landscaPe-led develoPment

STRATEGIC GAPS AND ECOLOGY 
BUFFERS

 · Strategic gap between urban Medway and rural 
Medway with the village of Chattenden, included 
within rural Medway.

 · Ecological corridors maintained and improved 
between Hoo St Werburgh and the villages of 
Chattenden and High Halstow.

 · Landscape buffers such as field edges and buffer 
between the SSSI and future developments will 
help air quality regulation, noise reduction and 
ensure flood prevention.

 · Provide an ecological buffer, as part of a wider 
package of strategic measures to address 
potential impacts from development on the 
Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.

 · Resilience - positive effects for human health 
and delivering nature based solutions to climate 
change adaptation.

 · Flood prevention - vegetation retains water and 
is an important flood prevention feature that can 
reduce peak discharges.

 · Natural buffer - help air quality regulation and 
noise reduction

Figure 4.3 PrinciPle 1 - landscaPe-led develoPment - strategic gaPs
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4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.3 PrinciPle 1: landscaPe-led develoPment

KEY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

 · The HIF SEMS programme aims to increase the 
areas of accessible community parkland and areas 
for wildlife by over 300 hectares in and around 
Hoo St Werburgh.

 · The potential shared user bridge will link up 
existing footpaths and bridleways across the 
A228 and provide 10km of new footpaths, 
bridleways and cycle paths - linking the new areas 
for recreation.

 · Network of public open spaces including 
community parklands, neighbourhood parks and 
sports facilities.

 · The potential development of residential sites 
north of Peninsula Way, close to Chattenden 
Woods and Lodge Hill Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), need to be planned with careful 
consideration of their impact on key species such 
as nightingales and bats. Therefore, factors such 
as cat predation, noise, light and air quality all 
need to be understood to manage impacts with 
the creation of buffers to the protected habitats 
and species of the SSSI and other measures such 
as the provision and management of cat proof 
fencing and the creation of ditches as wet fences 
or swales.

 · Celebrate and promote local heritage through 
carefully planned green infrastructure. Figure 4.4 PrinciPle 1 - landscaPe-led develoPment - key green inFrastructure
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4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.4 PrinciPle 2: accessible and well-connected settlements

IMPROVED ROAD NETWORK

 · The road network is planned as a grid to disperse 
traffic and provide a choice of routes. This enables 
traffic management to respond to conditions as 
they change over time and accommodates wider 
modes of transport - bus, cycling and walking. 

 · A distinct street hierarchy coupled with natural 
traffic calming measures will help to ensure that 
through traffic stays on Peninsula Way with only 
local traffic using local streets.

Figure 4.5 PrinciPle 2 - accessible and well-connected settlements - imProved road network
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4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.4 PrinciPle 2: accessible and well-connected settlements

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLING 
CONNECTIVITY

 · Vision for growth putting people before cars; 
planned development making space for walking 
and cycling at the top of the transport hierarchy. 

 · Supporting healthier lifestyles, sustainable 
development - addressing climate change 
and strengthening the role of Hoo as service 
centre - supporting greater use of local services 
and facilities. In addition provide links to the 
countryside and strengthening the link between 
High Halstow and Hoo.

 · Incorporating traffic free walking and cycling 
routes internal to the development sites and 
cycling connections to schools.

 · Providing new footways in existing highway 
verges where currently deficient in Hoo St 
Werburgh and declutter existing footways.

 · Providing cycle parking at key destinations within 
Hoo St Werburgh to supplement the provision of 
cycle lanes and greenways.

 · Exploring opportunities for a shared user bridge 
for pedestrians and cyclists across the A228 
Peninsula Way so as to improve connectivity and 
connect the community parklands.    

Figure 4.6 PrinciPle 2 - accessible and well-connected settlements - Pedestrian and cycling connectivity 
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DISTINCT NEIGHBOURHOODS 
AND VILLAGES

The Framework reflects upon the history and 
character of the existing villages, and recognises 
that new development needs to be planned carefully 
to respect the established identities of places 
much valued by local communities. Growth will 
be directed to specific areas, planned at a village 
or neighbourhood level, with connections and 
separations between places sensitively planned. The 
creation of distinct neighbourhood areas will have 
the following aims:

 · Character areas that work with the landscape 
setting and context and reflect the area’s heritage 
to create a sense of place, with a range of styles 
matching landscape features and location within 
the rural town.

 · A centre in each neighbourhood will complement 
the uses of existing centres in Hoo St Werburgh 
and High Halstow and ensure better services 
provision for the existing communities and new 
residents. 

 · New centre in the East of Hoo St Werburgh with 
the larger foodstore and further retail provision 
in the ground floors of the development in this 
cluster - new hub serving local communities and 
wider peninsula.

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.5 PrinciPle 3: vibrant and sustainable neighbourhoods

Figure 4.7 PrinciPle 3 - vibrant and sustainable neighbourhoods - distinct neighbourhoods
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4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.5 PrinciPle 3: vibrant and sustainable neighbourhoods

KEY SERVICES AND FACILITIES

The vision for the Framework area includes provision 
of a range of services and facilities that reflects the 
needs arising from the scale and location of growth 
proposed in this framework. Key components 
include:

 · Centre and commercial street level development 
that is future proofed with ground floor design to 
easily adapt to diversity of commercial uses.

 · An improved Walter Brice Centre and a new 
Healthy Living Centre providing a range of health 
services.

 · A sports facility.

 · Community spaces for indoor and outdoor 
activities.

 · Enhanced provision of education facilities: two 
new 2-form entry primary schools and a new 
8-form entry secondary school, together with the 
expansion and possible relocation of Chattenden 
Primary School by 1-form entry and High Halstow 
Primary School by 1-form entry. In addition the 
expansion of the primary element of Hundred of 
Hoo Academy by 1-form entry is underway, and 
a 1-form entry expansion at Hoo St Werburgh 
Primary School will also be considered.

Figure 4.8 PrinciPle 3 - vibrant and sustainable neighbourhoods - key services and Facilities
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4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.6 PrinciPle 4: attractive and tailored built Form

HOUSING DENSITY 
DISTRIBUTION

The Framework reflects upon the history and 
proposed growth area, particularly facing landscape, 
with the exception of the East of Hoo St Werburgh 
where a new mixed-use hub is proposed in 
proximity to the station that will serve the emerging 
communities in the immediate locality as well as 
wider peninsula. This new hub will be supported by 
higher density development.

 · Smooth transition of density from existing 
settlements to new development areas.

 · All medium (20 to 49 dwelling units) and large 
(50 dwelling units or more) development to 
be informed by a design code based on the 
national model prior to approval of their outline 
application.

 · All new development placed adjacent to the 
green corridors between Hoo St Werburgh and 
Chattenden, and between High Halstow and 
Hoo St Werburgh to provide distinct landscape, 
amenity areas and community gathering spaces. 

   -  Strategic green gaps described within Principle 1 
are to be respected.

Figure 4.9 attractive and tailored built Form -housing density distribution
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HEALTHY STREETS

 · All new development placed in sites highlighted in 
this Framework to be designed to facilitate active 
modes of transport, such as walking and cycling. 

 · Every street located in development sites 
considered to be a local collector or higher level 
of hierarchy must provide cycle lanes, cycle paths 
or mixed pedestrian and cycle routes.

 · All development to be designed to provide a 
diverse network of open spaces and amenity 
areas to serve different purposes and users.

 · All medium (20 to 49 dwelling units) and large 
(50 dwelling units or more) development to 
provide green space and/or amenity areas located 
within 5-minutes’ walk from every proposed 
dwelling unit.

 · Every street in the new developments to consider 
the use of appropriate tree planting and other 
vegetation to provide a positive contribution to 
its identity. 

 · Variation in street width, design and vegetation 
and buildings placement and scale to be used to 
differentiate streets and create local area types 
within medium (20 to 49 dwelling units) and large 
(50 dwelling units or more) developments.

4. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
4.6 PrinciPle 4: attractive and tailored built Form

Figure 4.10 PrinciPle 4 - attractive and tailored built Form - healthy streets
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Figure 5.1 develoPment Framework insiPrational images

5. THE FRAMEWORK
5.1 Framework Plan

The overall Framework plan combines a vision for 
Hoo, aspirations and four key principles into an 
illustrative plan. 

Hoo St Werburgh, Chattenden and High Halstow 
will retain their rural character and unique identity. 
The villages will be separated by green spaces and 
countryside. The additional new homes will bring 
various infrastructure improvements.

This includes a new passenger rail station, road 
improvements in key junctions and locations, more 
efficient and frequent bus services, enhancement 
of both blue and green infrastructure as well as the 
creation of new country parks and a wetland park.

New homes will also bring an increased number 
of new services, employment and retail/
commercial opportunities set within the distinctive 
neighbourhood centres and local hubs. Each 
neighbourhood will have a unique character defined 
by the surrounding landscape and built form.
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Figure 5.2 hoo st werburgh summary Framework diagram
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Figure 6.1 hoo develoPment Framework ProPosed neighbourhoods

This chapter presents more detail of the Framework 
design objectives at the local level, with the 
aim of developing the distinctiveness of each 
neighbourhood and how they connect with 
and complement the existing settlements. The 
Framework examines each neighbourhood through 
several themes in line with the four key principles 
outlined in Chapter 3 of this document:

 · Overview - outline of the neighbourhood and its 
general aims and characteristics.

 · Open space and pedestrian connectivity - 
particularly green infrastructure interventions and 
pedestrian routes with the wider area and how 
they connect with the Strategic Environmental 
Management Scheme (SEMS) areas.

 · Healthy streets and public transport - how each 
neighbourhood has a clear street hierarchy and 
where potential bus routes will run. The Housing 
Infrastructure Fund (HIF) interventions are noted 
in the relevant neighbourhoods.

 · Community facilities and services - level of 
services in the neighbourhood and where they 
are located, and how they complement existing 
centres.

 · Housing densities - the scale of development 
and where low, medium and high development 
densities are located, with an overview of housing 
typologies and building heights.

6. THE NEIGHBOURHOODS
6.1 overview

CHATTENDEN

WEST OF HOO 
ST WERBURGH

HOO ST 
WERBURGH

EAST OF HOO 
ST WERBURGHDEANGATE 

RIDGE

HIGH HALSTOW

 · The descriptions in the following pages do not 
constitute policy requirements, but set out, 
in response to the context described in this 
document, the key design priorities and objectives 
that the Council is considering as part of the 
development of the Local Plan. This will continue 
to evolve as further consultation and engagement 
and other Local Plan development work is carried 
out.
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6. THE NEIGHBOURHOODS
6.2 chattenden

CHATTENDEN

The Framework aims to combine the existing 
fragmented settlement with new development, 
to form an integrated neighbourhood. A strategic 
green corridor will separate Chattenden from the 
new development at West of Hoo St Werburgh. 
The new development will also respect the 
adjacent SSSI and existing woodland and new 
footpaths and cycle routes will connect with the 
wider Hoo area.

A new neighbourhood centre at Chattenden Lane 
will include small-scale retail and a relocated and 
expanded primary school. Housing typologies 
will be comprised mostly of terraced and semi-
detached houses to create a sense of enclosure 
and encourage communal uses.

Figure 6.2 chattenden insPirational images

mews with a variety oF housing tyPologies residential with Predominantly 2-storey houses

Parkland within inFrastructure corridor relieF road with shared cycle and FootPath and bus stoP
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Figure 6.3 deangate ridge insPirational images

6. THE NEIGHBOURHOODS
6.3 deangate ridge

DEANGATE

The creation of a new community parkland as 
a landscape buffer to the Chattenden Woods 
& Lodge Hill SSSI is an integral part of the 
Strategic Environmental Management Scheme 
(SEMS). It will be new open space with ecological 
management in place. 

The character of this housing typology focuses 
on maximising the experience of living in the 
parkland setting. The density should be kept low 
(maximum of 35dph), while buildings are no taller 
than two to three storeys with a coherent design 
language to minimise the visual impact of the 
surrounding landscape. This will help maintaining 
the rural character of Hoo Peninsula whilst 
meeting housing needs.

low density housing on a hilltoP location sensitive edge oF develoPment adjacent to woodland

detached housing with landscaPe views a variety oF housing tyPologies which resPond to steeP toPograPhy
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Figure 6.4 west oF hoo st werburgh insPirational images

6. THE NEIGHBOURHOODS
6.4 west oF hoo st werburgh

WEST OF HOO ST WERBURGH

The West of Hoo St Werburgh neighbourhood 
will be home to a new neighbourhood centre, 
catering to the western part of Hoo St Werburgh, 
without competing with the existing centre of 
Hoo.

The northern part of this neighbourhood will 
consist of mainly low density housing that 
is suited to the steep topography, while the 
southern part will be a mix of low and medium 
density, with high density concentrated at the 
new neighbourhood centre. The southern area 
will connect with the new Cockham Community 
Parkland, part of the Strategic Environmental 
Management Scheme (SEMS), and is a new open 
space which stretches to the River Medway.

Prominent Frontage Facing a community Parkland higher density housing and Public sPace at the neighbourhood centre

low density housing on steeP toPograPhy leisure centrehealthy living centre
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Figure 6.5 east oF hoo st werburgh insPirational images

6. THE NEIGHBOURHOODS
6.5 east oF hoo st werburgh

EAST OF HOO ST WERBURGH

This is located adjacent to the proposed 
passenger railway station which will support 
new demand for high density homes due to its 
natural role as a primary transport hub for the 
Hoo Peninsula. Proposed bus routes will connect 
with the wider Hoo area, making mixed-mode 
commuting easier.

This also attracts key commercial, retail and other 
services that make the area a convenient place to 
live like that of a town centre. 

Buildings will include a mix of housing 
typologies which differentiate it from the other 
neighbourhoods, including flats up to four storeys 
and terraced houses, to maintain its relatively 
rural character and will be ideal for a range of 
people, including single people, couples and 
young families.

neighbourhood centre with retail & community Facilities railway station with integrated transPort hub

suPermarket at the new centre high density housing in Proximity to the station community Playgrounds
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Figure 6.6 high halstow insPirational images

6. THE NEIGHBOURHOODS
6.6 high halstow

HIGH HALSTOW

The new development at High Halstow serves as 
an extension to the existing village. New services 
and facilities in the new neighbourhood centre 
will complement rather than compete with the 
existing centre.

New green routes will consist of pedestrian 
and cycle routes which will connect with Hoo 
St Werburgh, the marshes to the north and 
the wider area. Long distance views of the 
surrounding landscape will be preserved where 
possible.

Housing will draw on vernacular architecture in 
the surrounding area, while self-build and custom 
housing, together with detached and semi-
detached housing will form part of the housing 
mix.

low to medium density housing vernacular kent architecture

low density housing Facing woodlands and oPen sPace detached houses in the low density area
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