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Berengrave Local Nature Reserve feedback
March 2023
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At what time of year do you visit the site most? 
Since the start of the pandemic, have you visited Berengrave Local Nature Reserve, 

How often do you visit Berengrave Local Nature Reserve?

How do you travel to Berengrave Local Nature Reserve?

What best describes your main reasons for visiting the site (three options selected)?

Other reasons for visiting Berengrave Local Nature Reserve, consisted of.
· Meditation, 
· Volunteering
· Surveying biodiversity on the site.
Things that discourage you from visiting the site.

What do you think more information panels should focus on? 


Other comments
There were positive comments about Berengrave LNR. We have reviewed the comments and key topics are listed below. 
Ecology/Wildlife 
There were positive responses to the improvement to the onsite ecology. 
We endeavour to open parts of the woodlands in the LNR. This will be carried out by selective coppicing. Coppicing works will be conducted when weather allows.
Flooding does occur within Berengrave LNR. This happens during the winter months and can limit the types of works that can completed. This is due to lack of accessibility through the site. 
Coppicing is thinning/felling of trees on a rotational basis. This practice has been carried out over the centuries, to maintain a healthy woodland. This will help to bring light into the woodland. This encourages wildflowers to grow, attracting wildlife and helping to increase biodiversity within the site.
Better access 
To address a couple of points raised in the comments, unfortunately, the money will not stretch to promote a circular route. The access consultant looked at three options to encourage better access on site. With the money received (from developer contributions), only Option 3 was workable. This has improved the access from Lower Rainham Road to the washmill and pond. The pond and washmill has better accessibility. Once the site floods, access is limited. 
A new entrance is being installed to the LNR. This adds access to the new Kingfisher Green estate next to the site. 
Macklands Way Access
There will not be a formal entrance from Macklands Way. Medway Council do not own the land, which stops any formal entrance. During the planning stages of the Macklands Estate, an extra access wasn’t considered for the reserve. There is a steep drop from the estate, which would make the access works unfeasible and expensive.
Steps
We are unable to reinstate the steps at the end of the footpath with the viewpoint. This is due to a steep drop. The consultant investigated options. Unfortunately, due to longevity and budget, the reinstallation would not be workable. There is a potential to add extra footpaths around the site. Any new footpaths added will be enhance visitor experience.
Volunteers
Volunteer tasks day are undertaken 6 times a year. The Rangers located at Riverside Country Park organise these dates.
During the volunteer task days, the Ranger team will look at locations for bird and bat boxes. They will dedicate ‘no go’ zones for conservation and management of the pond. This will help to reduce disturbances to wildlife in certain areas.
Education
We are in discussions with the local rangers to introduce educational visits to site. The feasibility for the school visits will have to be investigated. This would be due to transportation of groups. The Rangers team do welcome school visits to Riverside Country Park. 
Antisocial Behaviour
There are concerns with Antisocial behaviour (ASB). We are working in conjunction with the Rangers to make sure sightlines are open. This would help to deter groups from congregating in the LNR. Opening the sightlines will also give improved movement and encourage better use of the site. If you do encounter any ASB, we would recommend you contact Kent Police on-line or via phone (please see last page for contact details).
Updates on Improvements
Following the survey, the access improvement works were appointed to a contractor in 2022. The works started on site in September and completed in December 2022. The funding for this project is from developer contributions. This is from the Berengrave Nursery housing development (known as Section 106). 
Next steps
We are looking into further improvements. These will come forward as funding is available.
Future improvements will include:
· Information panels:
· Including the history.
· Ecology of the site.
· Improvements to the existing facilities:
· New benches.
· Signage.
· Improvements for the biodiversity of the site:
· Layered /dead hedges.
· Allow natural light into the areas for the local fauna and flora to flourish.
[image: Map showing routes of new paths and entrance.
Near the allotment there is a built up path to steps to higher level for all year round access - to avoid flooding. There is also stepped ramps and a crushed stone path near the entrance to the nature reserve and near the wash mills. SuDs path runs alongside the nature reserve.]

For more information, please contact us as following:
[image: Email graphic.]Email:     yournew@.medway.gov.uk

[image: Phone graphic] Phone:      01634 333333
[image: web graphic] Antisocial behaviour should be reported to the Police.
[bookmark: _Hlk126331974]Report on-line: Kent Police report a crime
Or please call 101


All year round	Summer	Spring	Autumn 	Winter	0.92592592592592593	5.5555555555555552E-2	1.8518518518518517E-2	0	0	


Less often	More often	The same	0.15094339622641509	0.45283018867924529	0.39622641509433965	


Almost every day	Almost once a week	At least every six months	At least every two to three months	At least once a fortnight	At least once a month	Less frequently	Never	0.22222222222222221	0.18518518518518517	5.5555555555555552E-2	0.14814814814814814	0.12962962962962962	0.18518518518518517	7.407407407407407E-2	0	


On foot	Bicycle	By  motorbike	By Car	By public transport	Taxi	other	0.77966101694915257	8.4745762711864403E-2	0	0.13559322033898305	0	0	0	



Walk the dog	Walking for exercise/pleasure	Jogging	Explore nature/the woodland area	Spend time with friends and family	As a cut through to/from Berengrave Lane and Riverside Country Park	Other	0.15909090909090909	0.30303030303030304	1.5151515151515152E-2	0.25	0.12121212121212122	0.12121212121212122	3.0303030303030304E-2	


Litter lying around the park	Vandalism/Graffiti/Other deliberate damage to property	Poorly maintained facilities	Poor access around the reserve	Dog fouling	Dogs off lead	Groups hanging around	Health issues prevent me from going to parks and openspaces	I do not feel safe	I don’t enjoy going to parks and open spaces	I don’t have time to go to parks and open spaces	Unaware of Berengrave Local
 Nature Reserve	Nothing discourages me from going to Berengrave
 Local Nature Reserve	Other	9.90990990990991E-2	9.90990990990991E-2	0.14414414414414414	0.16216216216216217	0.12612612612612611	1.8018018018018018E-2	0.14414414414414414	0	3.6036036036036036E-2	0	0	0	0.12612612612612611	4.5045045045045043E-2	


More on the history of the reserve	More on the ecology of the reserve	Both	I don't think there should be more information panels	5.6603773584905662E-2	7.5471698113207544E-2	0.84905660377358494	1.8867924528301886E-2	

image3.emf










image4.png




image5.png
?

o

03 sdwe. paddajs pue syjed ‘anIasal ainje |edo] anessualag

<

-
1138 5
fesx ] b1
H a

SISO

piistie:

4%, ¢

o
i)
/

S
= =)
&





image6.png




image7.svg
    


image8.png




image9.svg
   


image10.png




image11.svg
    


image1.jpeg
Medway

COUNCIT

Serving You




image2.png
AutoSave < Berengrave Local Nature Reserve feedback v maskell, skye

File Home Insert Draw Design Layout References Mailings Review View Help Accessibility Reminder Acrobat Shape Format 8 v

A/ be [‘& 8& k,J § f ,ﬁ‘\ Z Fill and Sign

«/u Send for Signature

o Arial vi22 v
B(I Uvas x, X A

Paste Paragraph Styles | Editing | Create and Share Request Dictate | Sensitivity Editor Reuse Document Document
v S| Av £ A A A A "2 v "2 Adobe PDF  Signatures v Files Cloud -3 Agreement Status Generation
Clipboard IS Font N Styles IS Adobe Acrobat Voice Sensitivity Editor | Reuse Files Adobe Adobe Acrobat Sign Adobe A
'T . .y
Accessibility vooX
Inspection Results
Errors
> Missing Object Description (1)
v Image or Object Not Inline
Group 16 v
Additional Information v
Read more about making documents
accessible
medway.gov.uk/greenspaces  Counti
v
Page 10f 12 773words [}  English (United Kingdom) @ Official\Official (unmarked) T,?)’( Accessibility: Investigate [& Display Settings :D: Focus = B ——F—+——+ 69%

E £ Type here to search




